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Education: 
PhD, Spanish, University of California, Riverside, 2004 
 Dissertation: “The Total Novel in Mexico: Theory and Practice”    
MA, Spanish, University of California, Riverside, 2000 
BA, Spanish, University of Colorado, Boulder, 1997 
 Sigma Delta Pi, National Spanish Honor Society 
BA, Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology, University of Colorado, 

Boulder, 1997 
 
Research Areas: 

Contemporary Latin American Literature and Culture 
Modern Latin American Novel 
Contemporary Mexican Literature and Culture 
Contemporary Mexican Narrative 

 
Teaching Areas: 
 Latin American Literature and Culture 
 Trans-Atlantic/Spanish Peninsular Culture 
  

Teaching Experience: 
Assistant Professor, University of Georgia, 2007 to Present 
Assistant Professor, University of North Texas, 2004-2007  
Teaching Assistant, Spanish, University of California, Riverside, 1999-2004   

 
Undergraduate Courses Taught: 

 Readings in Hispanic Literature 
 Border Spaces in Mexican Culture 
 Mexico and Modernity 
 Latin American Civilization and Cultures 
 Spanish Peninsular Civilization and Cultures 
 Advanced Composition and Grammar for Bilinguals  

Advanced (Third Year) Spanish Conversation 
Intermediate (Second Year) Spanish 
Elementary (First Year) Spanish 

 
Undergraduate Directed Study Courses Taught: 

 Women’s Political and Cultural Agency in Mexico 
 Borderline Women in Mexican Culture  
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Graduate Courses Taught: 

 Disaster Narratives and the Culture of Catastrophe in Latin America (Currently) 
 Latin American Cultural Mediation of the Environment 
 The Invention of Spain 
 Mexico and Modernity 

Introduction to Latin American Cultural Studies 
 
Directed Study Courses Taught at the MA level: 
 Mexican Culture: The Corrido and Globalization 
 Multiculturalism and Cultural Hegemony in Spain 
 
Study Abroad Programs: 

Co-Director, University of North Texas 5-Week Summer Intensive Study Abroad 
Program in Cuernavaca, Mexico at the Universidad Internacional. 2007.  

 Course Taught: Readings in Hispanic Literature  
 
Fellowships and Grants: 
 University of North Texas Summer Faculty Research Fellowship (2005) 
 University of North Texas Faculty Research Grant (2005)  

Fulbright García Robles Dissertation Research Fellowship (Mexico 2002-2003) 
 University of California Graduate Student Research Grant (2001) 

University of California, Riverside Chancellor’s Distinguished Fellowship (1998) 
  
Publications in Peer-Reviewed Journals: 

“El destierro espiritual: México como refugio de la psique herida en Lejos de 

Veracruz de Enrique Vila-Matas,” in press, Letras Peninsulares 19.2 
(2007). 

"Agustín Yáñez's Total Mexico and the Embodiment of the National Subject," 
Bulletin of Spanish Studies 84.1 (2007): 79-99. 

“Was the Mexican Revolution a Revolt of Nature? Agustín Yáñez’s Ecological 
Perspective,” Revista de Estudios Hispánicos 40.3 (2006): 447-67. 

“A Reappraisal of the Total Novel: Totality and Communicative Systems in 
Carlos Fuentes’s Terra Nostra.” Symposium 57.2 (2003): 59-80 

 
Book Chapter 

“Re-Casting the ‘Chino’: Modernity, Orientalism, and Hasta no verte Jesús mío.” 
Alternative Orientalisms in Latin America and Beyond. Ed. Ignacio 
López-Calvo. Cambridge: Cambridge Scholars Press, 2007.  

 
Papers Presented at Conferences: 

“Disaster and Nation Building: The 1930 San Zenón Hurricane and Trujillo’s 
Rescription of Santo Domingo.” 2006 SCMLA Conference, Dallas 

 “Re-Casting the ‘Chino’: Modernity, Orientalism, and Hasta no verte Jesús mío.”  
  2006 Orientalisms in the Americas Symposium, University of North Texas 
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“El exilio cultural: Transculturación y permanencia del matriarcado castreño en 
las narrativas transvestis de Federico Patán.” 2006 Spain in Exile 
Symposium, University of North Texas 

“La objetividad surrealista y la representación simbólica de subalternos en 
Noticias del Imperio de Fernando del Paso.” 2006 Latin American Studies 
Association Conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico 

“The Constitution of the N(r)ational Race: Drought and the Brazilian Subject in 
Euclides da Cunha’s Os Sertões.” 2005 Race and Latin American Cultural 
Production in the Age of Globalization Symposium, UNT 

“Testimonial Fiction and the Symbolic Representation of Subalterns: Elena 
Poniatowska’s Rescription of the Latin American Total Novel.” 2005 
South Central Modern Language Association (SCMLA) Conference in 
Houston, Texas 

“The Mexican Revolution, a Revolt of Nature? Agustín Yáñez’s Ecological 
Perspective.” 2005 38th Annual Conference of the Southwest Council of 
Latin American Studies, Veracruz, Mexico  

“El destierro espiritual: México como refugio de la modernidad española en Lejos 
de Veracruz, de Enrique Vila-Matas.” 2005 X Congreso de Literatura 
Mexicana Contemporanea, University of Texas, El Paso 

“Elena Poniatowska’s La piel del cielo, the Total Novel, and the Symbolic 
Representation of Subalterns.” 2004 Mini-Symposium on Contemporary 
Mexican Literature, University of California, Riverside 

“Cide Hamete and Dulcinea del Toboso: True Characters or Sites of Discourse?” 
2000 53rd Annual Kentucky Foreign Language Conference, University of 
Kentucky 

“Two Types of Muted Characters in Don Quixote: Cide Hamete and Dulcinea.” 
1999 12th Annual Southern California Cervantes Symposium, Pomona 
College 

“El discurso científico y corporal en Misiá señora de Albalucía Ángel.” 1998 
Cultural Borders of Latin America and Spain Symposium, University of 
California, Riverside 

 
Invited Lecture: 

“Brazos abiertos, puños cerrados: Cultural Responses to Chinese Immigration in 
Mexico” Baylor University, Global Issues Lecture Series, March 6, 2007 

 

Departmental Service 
Member, Ad Hoc Teaching Evaluations Committee, UNT Foreign Languages and 

Literatures, 2006-2007 
Member, Ad Hoc Speakers Committee, UNT Foreign Languages and Literatures, 

2004-2005 
Member, External Funding Committee, UNT Foreign Languages and Literatures, 

2004-2005 and 2005-2006 
Secretary, Graduate Affairs Committee, UNT Foreign Languages and Literatures, 

2006-2007 
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Chair, Graduate Affairs Committee, UNT Foreign Languages and Literatures, 
2005-2006 

Member, Graduate Affairs Committee, UNT Foreign Languages and Literatures, 
2004-2005 

Member, Search Committee, UNT Foreign Languages and Literatures, 2004-2005 
and 2006-2007 

 

 

Professional Service 
Member, Book Prize Committee, South Central Modern Language Association, 

2007 
Group Discussion Leader, 2004 Fulbright Enrichment Seminar: “Individual 

Engagement in a Civil Society Through Social and Political Processes,” 
Denver, Colorado 

 
Professional Memberships: 

 American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese 
 Latin American Studies Association 
 Modern Language Association 
 South Central Modern Language Association 
   


