Spring 200: ROML 2550 Latino Literature and Culture
Call# 81-208  2:303:20 MWF 302 Cabwell Hall

Yolanda Lopez'®ortrait of the Artist as the Virgin of Guadalupe

Instructor: Graduate Assistant Instructors

e Dr. Dana Bultman *Ms. Brittany Bankston

Associate Professor of Spanish 203 Gilbert Hall bgbankst@uga.edu
211 Gilbert Halldbultman@uga.edu *Mr. Sam Harris

Office Hours: walkin MW 11-12 301 Gilbert Hallwayxdawg@uga.edu
(or by emd appointment) *Ms. Kerry Steinberg

360F Gilbert Halkerrys@uga.edu

Course Description: An introduction to Latina/diteratureand culturen the United States, witdh
focus ontheartistic productionand experiencesf Mexican Americans/Chanos, Puerto Ricans,
Cuban Americans and Dominican Americafdselection ofprint works (novel,autobiography,
short story poetry) and films (feature, documenta@nockumentar) from the 1970s to the
presenwill be studiedfor their aesthetisignificance andocialimpact The cartoon imagery of
Lalo Alcaraz and interpretatiom$ historyby Illan Stavans ahJuanGonztlez will provide
popularandscholarlycontextualizatiorfor our discussions’lhemes of the course includehnic
and cultural mixturknestizaje, spiritual heritagesgepresentations of lovend familial bonds
Spanishanguagen art responses teiolence,immigrant experiencesindLatinos in Georgia.

CourselLearning Objectives:

1. To developa richer understanding dfatina/o aesthecs (sensory and emotional experiences
and identitiesas represented literary works film, visual art and music

2. Toincrease competew in interactingwith peoplefrom a varietycultural and ethnic
backgroundsn multiple contexts

3. To expandcritical skills anddemonstraténdependenthinking when speaking and writing

4. To be able talescribemultifacetedJ.S. socialperspective anddiscusshow these are linked to
valuejudgments abouwrt and culture

Required Readingsand Films:
Print works (UGA Bookstore, Off Campus Bookstore and on reserve at Main Library)
llan Stavansand Lalo AlcarazLatino USA:A Cartoon History(2000)
JuanGonzaez, Harvest of Empir€2000)
RudolfoAnaya,Bless M, Ultima (1972)
MonaRuiz, Two Badgeg1997)
Judith OrtizCofer,Latin Deli (1993)
Cristina Garch, Dreaming in Cubai(1992)
JunotD’az, Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wa@007)
RichardPauland Linda Eldeﬂ\/liniature Guide to Critical Th|nk|ng2008)not available on reserve
Additional required readings will be made available on WebCT




Films (viewed outside of class at scheduled screenings or individuadly Main Library ):
Zoot Suit(1981)Luis Valdez, Dir.Fri., Feb. 6, 5:30-7:20
Maldeamore$2007)Carlos Ru’'z Ru’z and M&m PZrez Riera, Gadirectorsrri., Feb. 27, 5:30-7:00
Balseroq2003)Josep Domenech, Dirues., March 26, 5:30 -7:35
My American Girls(2001)Aaron Mathews, Dir(this film will be shown in class)
A Day without a Mexicarf2004)Serio ArauDir. Tues., April 21, 5:30-7:15
The New Georgian@001) UGA, Inst. Comm. & Area DeWthis film will be shown in class)

WebCT: This dass will use WebCTor student journal entries.dditional materials for

assignments anclass work will also be posted heseich a short readings and project topics

You are expected to check WebCT regularly to keep up with important announcements and the
progress of the class.

Requirements andGrade Distribution:

20% Class Participation (an average of daily participation geattksll assignments in class)
30% Tests (R(February 20 and April)6

15% Journals

** Midterm Paper (die at the beginning of class on Margh 6

15% Final Projec{due at the beginning ofads on last day of class, April)30

20% Final Exanfexam dateMonday, May 4 3:30-6:30 p.m.)

** The midtermpaperdoes not receive a specific grade; however, failure to complete the
assignment will result in a 10 point deduction fromfthal class grade

Participation and Attendance: Students are expected to rebd material assignddr each day
before class and to come to our meetipgpared to adulate yourreactiondased oryour study
of the readingandfilms and yourown researchLarge and small group discussions form an
esserntl part of the learningrocessn this clasgsee course objectivest the end of each class,
the instructos will assign each student a participation grade-4f 0

0 (F) is assigned if student ibsent.

1 (D) if student is present but sleeping, studying for other clagseting newspaper or

otherwise mentally absent

2 (C) if student answers questions when called upon and offers some extemporaneous

contributionson the themes and issues of the class.

3 (B) if studentactively asks and answers questiavithout being cked upon,and

demonstrates knowledgad/or analysis of assigned materials.

4 (A) is reserved for exceptiolnareparation and participation thatnthesizes

andevaluates the works we are studyitigough specifiexamgpes from the

readings and filmsand/or asks questions that challenge others to think critically.

The participation grade is an average of all of these grades. Please recognize that there are no
excused or unexcused absences in this class and that this system allows a student tammiss one
two classes without adversely affecting his/her final grade. If a student has anxiety about speaking
often in class, he/she should contact the instructor immediately in order to discuss other options
for participation (e.g., writing extra WebCT jourrettries).

Tests There will be2 in-classtess that will require students to demonstriat®wledge and
comprehension of the readings and filamsl the ability to discughis material logically in a
written essay and short answers.



Journals: Students g expected to keepjaurnal on the discussion forum of WebCT with astea
one entry of approximately 05vords per week. The journal should contain thoughtful first
impressions or reactions to what we have read, viewed or discBesalise of our focusn
aesthetics, yournderstandingsf the sensory and emotional effects created byitdrary and

film works areimportant to includeEspecally appreciated are question®pics you want to
discuss in class, as well as follayp comments

Paper/Project The midterm pperis required in order to helstudents start tHenal projectearly
in the semesteAs sucha gradas notrecordedor this mperat midterm however, failure to
complete the assignment will result in addint deductiorfrom thefinal class graddt is
expected that the final projeatdrth 15%) will bebased upon tk midterm @per which should
be a polished essawgr a draft(5-7 pages)Suggested topiand guidelinesvill be provided in
class on January 2Buring your resarch process you are encouraged to talk with ytiructos
and a UGA librarianConsult this sitehttp://www.libs.uga.edu/undergraduates/research.htmi

Final Exam: This exam will becomprehensive. Its forat will include short answer and essay
guestionsExamDate Monday, May 43:30-6:30 p.m.

Academic honesty All academic work musmneet UGAOGulture of Honestgtandards:
http://www.uga.edu/ovpi/academic_honesty/culture_hondsty.h

Eachstudent igesponsible for knowingbout those standards beforefpening any academic
work. Please be aware that lagiarism of any form in this course will result in serious
consequences.

Course program:

January Unit 1 Initial Questions and Contexts

9 Introduction to course

12 Elizabeth Mart'nez OA Question of TerminologyO (WebCT) Berolores Means All of
Us (1998); Richard Paul and Linda Elddmiature Guide to Critical Thinking

14 llan Stavansand Lalo Alcarazatino USA: A Cartoon Histy (2000)pp. ix-xv and 142

16 Latino USA: A Cartoon Historpp. 42167, Juan Gonzalelarvest of Empirg¢2000)
OlntroductionO pp. XX

19 Dr. King Holiday

21 Harvest of Empir@Conquerors and Victims: The Image of America Forms {1800)O
pp. 326

23 How to write a paper; midterm paper/final projeapics will be distributedraymond
Williams OCultureO (1983) (WebCT)

Unit 2 Mexican American Culture of the Southwest in the 194090s
26 Harvest of Empir@The Spanish Borderlands and the Making &rapire (18161898)0
pp. 2%57; watch 30 minute interview with o Dyer and Lionel Sosa, authars El
Vaquero Real: The Original American Cowb@P07) WebCT (click ONewsO on Original
American Cowboy website)
28 RudolfoAnayaBless MeUltima (1972)pp. 1-85
30 Bless Me, Ultimgop.86-199




February

2 Bless Me, Ultimgp. 200end

4 Guests Dr. Gabriela Brambila and Gerardo on Mexican folk musig do your own
informal researcton OLa llorona,O Mexdn revolution songs preparation.

6 Juan Gonzalebklarves of EmpireOMexicans: Pioneers of a Different TypeO pl.0g6
Pew Hispanic Center 2006 OStatistical Portrait of Hispanics in the United StatesO (WebCT)
screening ofZoot Suit (1981, 104 minutes}ri., Feb. 6, 530 p.m. (room tba)

9 discusdilm versionof Luis ValdezOs pl&oot Suit WebCt: Brown Kingdom Blog OEI
Pachuco Lives 4 Ever,O Pach Slang

11 Zoot Suit WebCT: Historyof Marijuana

13 Mona Ruiz with Geoff Boucheéfwo Badges: The Lives of Mona Rui¥997)pp.1118

16 Two Badgepp. 119202

18 Two Badgegp. 203end

20 Test1

Unit 3 GPuerto Ricans: Citizens Yet ForeignersO
23 Judith Ortiz CofeiThe Latin Deli(1993)pp. £27; Juan Gonzalddarvest of Empire
OPuerto Ricans: CitizensYet ForeignersO pp581
25 Guest author: Professor Judith Oriiz Cofer, prepare questions in advance
The LatinDeli pp. 28116
27 The Latin Delipp. 119end
screening ofMaldeamores(2007, 88 minutes) Fri., Feb27, 5:30 p.m.

March

2 (midterm) Discussion oMaldeamores

4 Piri ThomasDown These Mean Streets (excerpt on WebCT)

6 Midterm paper due; Harvest of Empir&Speak Spanish, YouOre in Americal: El Huracin
over Language and CultureO pp.-206

9-13 Spring break

Unit 4 Cuban Experiences
16 Harvest of Empir@Banana Republics and Bonds: Taming the E@gpire
Backyard (18981950) pp. 5878, andOCubans: Special RefugeesO pp1168
18 Cristina Garc’@reaming in Cubai(1992)pp.1-104
20 Dreaming in Cubapp.105212
23 Dreaming in Cubaipp.213end (withdrawal deadline March 24)
25 Guest lecture Professor Susan Thomas on Cuban Music
screening ofBalseros(2003,120 minutes) Tues.March 26, 5:30 p.m.
27 discussion oBalseros
30 Balseros

April Unit 5 BetweenNorth America and the Dominican Republic

1 Juan GonzaleHarvest of Empiré@©Dominicans: Bm the Duarte to the George
Washington BridgeO pp. +128 in-class viewing oMy American Girls(2001, 63
minutes)
discusaMly American Girls
test 2
Junot D’azThe Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar W&8007)pp. beginning/5

0 D’az The Brief Wondroud.ife of OscaWaopp. 76-165
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13 D’az The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wap. 166-262
15 D’az The Bief Wondrous Life of Oscar Waap. 263end

Unit 6 New Latino Immigration in the Southeast

17 in-class viewing offhe New Georgian€33 minutes)Peter 8rag ODivided StatesO and
OJuan Crow in GeorgiaO frdime Nation(WebCt)

20 Harvest of Empir@Immigrants Old and New: Closing Borders of the Mind 098205
screening ofA Day Without a Mexican (2004, 98 minutes)ues., April 21, 5:30 p.m.

22 discus®on of A Day Without a Mexican

24 Harvest of Empir@Free Trade: The Final Coest of Latin AmericaO pp.2285; in
class film clips fronmiMojados(2005)

27 Listen (approx. 8 minutes) NPR ORock en Espa—ol takes hold in North Carolina® (WebCt);
Pew Hispait Center OHispanics See Their Situation as Deteriorating® (WebCt)

29 Review of course themes and objectives

30 Final projects due

Final Exam:
Mon, May 4, 2009
3:30 - 6:30 pm

[

EL CORAZON

“La gracia no es vivir, la gracia es saber vivir.”
[literal translation: “Grace isn’t in living, grace is in knowing how to live”]

— Mexican American Proverb



